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Dr. John-Paul Lotz’ Message 

 

We live in difficult times.  Politically, 

there is the usual corruption and dishonesty; 

culturally, we face the antagonistic and secular 

motives of a world in rebellion against truth; 

legally, we are on the cusp of a new age of 

persecution for believers in the west that we 

haven’t experienced in 400 years.  In fact, 400 

years ago, the first religious refugees landed on 

Cape Cod, fleeing religious persecution in 

England, and seeking to build a ‘city on a hill’ in 

Boston to show the world what a Christian 

nation could be like.   

But in these days, since the outbreak of 

Covid-19 and the associated hysteria, 

governments all around the world have found 

an easy way to close churches, shut the mouths 

of preachers, and prevent believers from 

gathering together.  California and New York 

may be barometers of the anti-Christian 

intolerance that lies ahead for us.  In Germany, 

land of the Reformation, pastors are being 

arrested for teaching morality, and churches are 

being fined for allowing people to worship.  

What do we make of this?  Isn’t it unjust, unfair, 

and unreasonable?  Of course, it is.  But 

scripture reminds us that, “all who seek to live 

godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 

Timothy 3:12) Why could Paul say this with such 

conviction, in the same breath that he says all 

Scripture is God-breathed?  Well, in the gospel 

of John, chapter 3, the beloved disciple reminds 

us that although the light has come into the 

world, men and women preferred the darkness 

to the light (John 3:19).  For some time now, we 

have lived in an age of tolerance and liberty.  



But this age is coming to an end, and less 

gracious people will now seek to persecute 

those who want to follow Jesus.  It won’t be 

fair, and it won’t be easy, but the Bible makes it 

plain, that it will be inevitable. 

How are we to live, then, in times of 

persecution?  We must re-learn the fine art of 

‘counting the cost’ of being a disciple of Jesus.  

How dedicated are we to him? More than to 

our jobs, our homes, or our freedom?  Many 

have already given these up because of Covid. 

Imagine when it’s not just Covid, but a 

‘Commission for public safety’, that will force 

vaccines on all, take away the means of self-

defense, or quarantine the non-compliant. The 

day may test us, and when it does, each of us 

will be called upon to make a decision:  What 

does it mean for me to live godly in Christ Jesus 

in this age?  There will be disagreements, some 

will betray family and church members, 

divisions will arise, and friendships will be 

tested.  But in the end, those of us who are 

followers of Jesus Christ will be pressed to make 

it clear: whom do we fear, and whom do we 

serve?  Is it Christ or is it Caesar? Paul chose 

Christ and paid the price.  So did Peter, and 

Andrew, and Bartholomew, Thomas, Matthew, 

James, and countless others.  What will we do? 

Today, millions around the world are willing to 

pay the price to follow Jesus. That challenge 

may soon fall to us as well. 

 

Bill McCarron 

Associate Pastor of Pastoral Care 

 

Persecution of Christians 

Being a Christian is not an easy life.  Jesus never told 

his disciples that life would be easy when they chose 

to follow him.  To choose Christ is to deny the world 

and the things of the world.  In Luke 9:23-24 it says, 

“Then He said to them, ‘If anyone desires to come 

after Me, let him deny himself, and take his cross 

daily, and follow Me.  For whoever desires to save his 

life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake 

will save it’.”  Are we willing to endure death for our 

believing that there is only one True God and that His 

Son Jesus came and died for each of us.  Here in the 

United States, we have had it easy up to this point by 

not having to face death for our faith but others 

around the world have.   

Pastor Pierre Oult served 40 years in his church in 

the NE Province of Burkina Faso in West Africa.  On 

April 28, 2019 after the church service, the pastor was 

talking to four others when a dozen men on 

motorbikes approached them.  The men asked the 

five to convert to Islam but they refused to deny 

Christ.  One by one they were taken behind the 

church and executed and the church was set on fire.  

The pastor had been warned to leave earlier but 

wouldn’t leave the ministry God had given him, even 

to death. 

Luke 9:26  “For whoever is ashamed of Me and My 

words, of him the Son of Man will be ashamed when 

He comes in His own glory, and in His Father’s and of 

the holy angels.” 

Pastor Pierre was not ashamed of Christ and was 

martyred.  Are we ready to sacrifice our lives and all 

that we have for the Lord/  With our country falling 

further away from its Christian roots it may not be 

very long before we may be faced with the decision to 

choose Christ or another gospel.  How can we be 

ready if and when we are faced with death because of 

our Christian beliefs?  Stay close to God by reading 

His word daily and by praying to Him always.  He has 

promised to be with us during the times of 

persecution.   

Matthew 5:10  “Blessed are those who are 

persecuted for righteous sake, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven.” 

Psalm 46:1-3  “God is our refuge and strength, an 

ever-present help in trouble.” 



Isaiah 41:10  “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not 

be dismayed, for I am your God.  I will strengthen you 

and help you with My righteous right hand.” 

Jamie Weist’s Report 

Deacon’s Chairman 

 

Acts 8:1-8 (ESV) – Persecution  

And Saul approved of his execution. And 

there arose on that day a great 

persecution against the church in 

Jerusalem, and they were all scattered 

throughout the regions of Judea and 

Samaria, except the apostles. 2 Devout 

men buried Stephen and made great 

lamentation over him. 3 But Saul was 

ravaging the church, and entering house 

after house, he dragged off men and 

women and committed them to prison. 
4 Now those who were scattered went 

about preaching the word. 5 Philip went 

down to the city[a] of Samaria and 

proclaimed to them the Christ. 6 And the 

crowds with one accord paid attention to 

what was being said by Philip, when they 

heard him and saw the signs that he 

did. 7 For unclean spirits, crying out with 

a loud voice, came out of many who had 

them, and many who were paralyzed or 

lame were healed. 8 So there was much 

joy in that city. 

Most of our lives are spent avoiding 
painful situations in search of peace, 
rest, and joy.  It’s simpler just to avoid 
the drama, and go about our business 
quietly, keeping our opinions to 
ourselves. The world doesn’t just 
“tolerate” Christianity; there is deep 
resentment towards God’s people which 
is rooted in the love of sin.  God has 
placed the church in a hostile 

environment for a reason, to flame the 
spread of the Gospel.  
  
The passage, above in Acts 8, begins 
with the execution of Stephen which 
served as the catalyst to move the 
Gospel message outside of the city of 
Jerusalem.  The church had been 
growing rapidly but hadn’t fulfilled Jesus’ 
command to carry the Word throughout 
the world.  Some may see this as a 
harsh, and tragic method to motivate the 
spread of the Gospel, however, this 
persecution served two purposes; first to 
move believers out of Jerusalem, and 
second to strengthen their faith and 
reliance on the Holy Spirit as they faced 
uncertain times.  
  
This is demonstrated in the story of 
Philip in verses 5 thru 8.  Philip was one 
of the seven deacons chosen earlier in 
Acts to help the Apostles serve the 
church.  It’s interesting to read that 
Philip flees to the despised Samaritans 
in an effort to escape 
persecution.  However, once there, he 
immediately began to share the Gospel, 
cast out evil spirits and heal the 
paralyzed and lame.  Because of his 
faithfulness, many in Samaria believed 
and were baptized.  Later in Acts, we 
see Philip commanded by the Angel of 
the Lord to leave Samaria and travel 
south towards Gaza where he 
encountered an Ethiopian treasurer and 
again shared the Gospel, baptized this 
gentile leader, and further spread the 
good news of Jesus. 
  
God uses persecution to move us out of 
our complacency and comforts for the 
purpose of spreading the Gospel and 
growing our faith.  Because of this, we 
must be prepared to share His message 
wherever we go.  Although we clearly 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%208%3A1-8&version=ESV#fen-ESV-27170a


don’t seek persecution, we should 
accept it as an opportunity to share in 
the suffering of our Lord and honor Him 
by telling others of His amazing grace.    
 

 

Andrew Wood’s Report 

Director of Worship & IT 

 

A Message from Andrew Wood | 

Director of Worship and Communication 

 
In America, we as Christians have been 
supremely blessed. In fact, we are the 
exception to the rule as it pertains to our 
faith. Throughout the rest of the world the 
Christian faith is not just one where one is 
shunned, but in many places, to become a 
Christian is worthy of death. But that is not a 
strange thing, as Christ himself predicted it 
in Matthew 5:10-12 saying, 
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for 
righteousness' sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. “Blessed are you when 
others revile you and persecute you and 
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on 
my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward is great in heaven, for so they 
persecuted the prophets who were before 
you.” 
 
 The early church may be horrified to see 
how comparatively easy we have it with our 
faith in the modern age. Yet as Paul says in 
Philippians 3:10... 
 
“That I may know him and the power of his 
resurrection, and may share his sufferings, 
becoming like him in his death” 
 
There is a way in which to suffer is to imitate 
our Lord. 
 
Paul explains that it is in fact an honor to 
share in his sufferings, even becoming like 
him in death! Paul is saying that there is a 
great unity with Christ that is borne out of 
suffering, even suffering through a 
crucifixion. So few of us have truly 

comprehended what a terrifying statement 
that was for Christ to make in Matthew 
10:38 saying, “Whoever does not take up 
their cross and follow me is not worthy of 
me.” The Jews to whom he spoke thus saw 
crucifixions all the time. The Romans would 
make them to be very public and very 
gruesome, a display meant to fear all into 
submission. Every town you walked into 
would have men and women crucified on 
the way in, screaming in agony while slowly 
choking to death. Yet Christ called his 
disciples, to join these wretches if they were 
to follow him. It is a sobering thought, yet 
one that the scriptures are full of, that there 
is great mercy and grace in the sufferings of 
this life. 
 
Another great verse that elucidates this 
critical aspect of the Christian walk is 1 
Peter 2:21... 
 
“For to this you have been called, because 
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, so that you might follow in his 
steps.” 
 
Indeed, the model of the cross is the model 
we are to follow. A great quote to help us in 
perceiving our sufferings comes from the 
great theologian John Calvin.... 
 
“Hence even the sufferings themselves are 
evidences of the grace of God; and, since it 
is so, you have this token of salvation. Oh, 
that this persuasion was effectively 
inwrought in our minds - that persecutions 
are to be reckoned among God’s benefits, 
what progress would be made in the 
doctrine of piety.” 
 
Oh that we would let that deep truth sink 
deep into our souls, that the sufferings of 
this Christ are to make us like Christ, and 
should be endured with thanksgiving. How 
might we as a Church take the Gospel to 
new heights! 
 
We are moving towards a darker time in 
America, as the morality of the people shift 
from the law of God and towards the 



appearance of Sodom and Gomorrah. We 
cannot expect to enjoy the peace and 
serenity that our faith has had here for much 
longer. Instead, we must prepare for a new 
wave of persecution that is coming; a 
persecution lived in by our brothers and 
sisters around the world. The way that we 
take this deep truth of the glory of suffering 
is to apply to our lives in the here and now, 
in the big things and the small things. We as 
a Church must make a shift in perspective 
to see all things joy and trials of this life as 
God’s handiwork for our good! Things to 
shape us to be more Christ-like, or to drive 
us back to find his mercy and grace. If we 
can begin to treat the little sufferings of life 
in this way, as God’s benevolent gifts for our 
souls, perhaps we can stand in the coming 
darkness.  
  

 

 

Bruce Phillips, Building and Grounds’ 

Message 

Bruce Phillips, deacon representative on the 

administrative committee, I would like to give 

the church an update on some of the matters that 

have been done at Courtland Baptist Church in 

the last couple of months.  There are things that 

have already been accomplished, are in process 

of completion, or that are being contemplated 

for the future at CBC.  I would like to thank our 

members who volunteer their time and energy at 

the church.  I pray that we will soon be able to 

gather as Disciples of Christ to work in the 

community and at the church.  Thanks again to 

all who volunteered to be about God’s business.  

 

General Maintenance: 

   Window is in process of being fixed; pending 

   Spraying weeds and bamboo along the fence  

 attempting to push them back; 

 continuing 

   Mulching the flower beds (in progress); 

 unfinished 

   Cutting bamboo and trees along the river 

 side of the church. 

   Fixed broken pipes in the boathouse 

 

In the Future: 

   Repaint the lines in the parking lots  

   History Room door needs to be replaced from 

a Dutch door to regular door 

   Repair church sign-install signage that directs 

people to the Sanctuary, Chapel, and Church 

Office. 

   Explore the use of a digital sign that can give 

real time announcements. 

   Church security system is under consideration 

   We are looking at the River House to see if it 

still can be utilized.  

 

Prayer Concerns 

Woody Wilson, Jimmie Lee, Rick Bachelor, 

Bonnie Hasty, Brenda Luna, Kirk Peele, Ed & 

Mary Simpson, Randy Bade, Jackie Shearin, 

Polly Flowers, Nancy Brock, Lucille Brock, 

Shelby Coggsdale, Virginia Bailey, Benny 

Moose, Nancy Rupert, Ann Kellogg, Ramona 

Rich, Warren Story (Paramedic), Bill Story, Bob 

Yates, Mike Runion, Jr., Audrey Gagner, Bill 

and Lucille Bannester, Matthew Farmer, our 

college students, and Orlesia Hartley.  

 

Bible Journaling 

Joey Walker is continuing to do Bible 

Journaling; however, she is posting videos 

online via her fb art page, The Crafty Little Nest. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


